
 
 

Veterinary Committee on Trauma (VetCOT): Annual report—August 2025 
 
Summary: 
 
The VetCOT Veterinary Trauma Center (VTC) network is celebrating its 3rd wave of 10th Anniversary 
Trauma Centers. Three currently active trauma centers joined VetCOT as part of “Wave 3” in 2015—
Canada West Veterinary Specialists and Critical Care Hospital, Vancouver, BC, Canada, The 
Veterinary Specialty Center, IL, and Veterinary Specialty Hospital of San Diego. 
 
The current VetCOT network, Waves 1-8, consists of 19 trauma centers, including 4 at a provisional 
status level.  We have an additional 5 applications for wave 9; they are currently being evaluated for 
identification status.  Three hospitals left the network over the last year.  Based on “Change in Status” 
documentation, the turnover is caused by the ACVECC trauma center lead leaving the hospital and/or 
lack of resources for registry data entry. 
 
The spring conference attracted over 100 trauma professionals.  We show a deficit due to lower than 
planned registrations and sponsorships, and higher than planned expenses for speaker honorariums 
and the Saturday lunch workshop.     
 
The Veterinary Advanced Trauma Life Support (VetATLS) Primary Survey module and Module 1 were 
released in April 2025. Enrollments through July: Primary survey (free): ***; Module 1 ($75): ***. We 
are on track to roll out the remaining modules (Modules 2-11) by Q1 2026. The first “train the trainer” 
(beta test) will be held prior to the 2026 VetCOT conference in Las Vegas April 23-24 (Th/F). Dr. Claire 
Tucker was officially named the VetCOT - VetATLS Director and will serve on the VetCOT executive 
committee in this capacity. 
 
ACVECC has generously continued to fund a part-time VetCOT Program Coordinator position 
(Rachel Fink) whose main responsibilities are working with the VetCOT subcommittees and 
Trauma Centers, website maintenance, newsletter, conference planning, and supporting the 
trauma education platform development. Rachel was promoted through the CSU system this year 
due to her consistently exceptional performance reviews and growing scope of responsibility. 

 
Annual Conference 

 
The eleventh annual ACVECC-VetCOT conference was successfully held in person at Caesar’s 
Palace in Las Vegas in April 2025.  
 
The Friday Business meeting centered on  Dr. Hall and the Subcommittee Chairs sharing 
accomplishments and goals with the greater efforts and initiative.   
 
We had 112 attendees, including speakers and sponsors, at the spring VetCOT conference in Las 
Vegas in April. The group represented 65 clinics and some individuals travelled from as far as Australia, 
Canada and Israel. The translational medicine panel discussion continues to be a conference favorite, 
as well as the small size of the conference, giving people the opportunity to reconnect with old friends 
and make new ones. We tried a new event this year-- lunch workshops. The feedback was quite 
positive and we'll be including them in next year's agenda, pending available budget.   
 



We look forward to next year’s 12th annual ACVECC-VetCOT conference April 24-26, 2026, in 
Las Vegas. Planning is underway. We continue to collaborate with the Mattox Trauma Critical Care 
and Acute Care Surgery conference organizer (Mary Allen) to coordinate logistics and recruit MD 
speakers for the Sunday Translational Medicine discussion.  Registration fees for 2026 will remain 
the same as we want to continue to make the conference affordable; 2025 registrations were 
increased by $50.  We can consider an increase for 2027.  We are soliciting additional sponsorships 
and reducing speaker honorariums to help manage costs. 
 
Dr. Chris Gray (VECCS CEO) attended the VetCOT conference this year. Conversations to continue 
to strengthen the VetCOT-VECCS partnership are ongoing. 
 

 
Subcommittee Highlights 

Communication  
 
Quarterly newsletters are the main communication tool to the Veterinary Trauma Centers. 
Newsletter links are listed at the end of the report. The VetCOT distribution list for all 
communications is over 400 recipients, double from last year. The September 2025 Newsletter 
will be the 17th issue. 
 
Dr. Claire Tucker leads the subcommittee.  She has updated the VetCOT Facebook and Instagram 
sites and makes regular posts highlighting the VetCOT trauma centers and interesting cases.  We are 
reaching out to the Verified Trauma Centers if they would like to share a highlight or case to be 
published on social media. 
 
A VetCOT merchandise link has been added to the website https://vetcot.itemorder.com/shop/home/  
 
Committee Members: Claire Tucker (Chair), Clare Deming, Christy Tomcik Walker, Ivayla Yozova, Sara 
Vuolo. 
 
 

Registry  
 
As of August 1, 2025, the veterinary trauma registry, utilizing REDCap, has 76,633 logged 
cases.  Quarter on quarter data trend remains very stable regarding the type of trauma, species, 
and patient outcome.  
 
The development of the reporting dashboard has been put on hold due to staffing shortage.  

 
The average number of cases across all hospitals entered by quarter was pulled and shared 
with each hospital to compare its own data entry volume.  Data entry compliance is monitored 
and reported quarterly. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091089564006
https://vetcot.itemorder.com/shop/home/


 
 
We have had three requests for data usage for research studies year-to-date 2025; all three 
have been approved by the subcommittee.  
 
There are now 32 publications using VetCOT Registry data.   
 
 
Three articles, were published in the last 12 months:  
Abdominal fluid score as a predictor of transfusion needs and outcome in cats following trauma. 
Langlois TJ, Mastrocco A, Prittie JE, Weltman JG.J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2025 Jan-
Feb;35(1):28-33. doi: 10.1111/vec.13437. Epub 2025 Jan 22.PMID: 39840657 
 
ACVECC-Veterinary Committee on Trauma registry report 2020-2021. 
Talbot CT, Raffe MR, Boller M, Edwards ML, Hall KE.J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2024 Nov-
Dec;34(6):517-523. doi: 10.1111/vec.13436. Epub 2024 Nov 4.PMID: 39494807 
 
Surgical interventions and outcome in a population of canine trauma patients. 
Fisher CJ, Adams T, Liss D, Cavanagh AA, Marvel SJ, Hall KE.J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 
2024 Mar-Apr;34(2):153-165. doi: 10.1111/vec.13365. Epub 2024 Feb 26. 
 
For a complete list of all 29 published articles, click here VetCOT Registry Published Articles. 
 
Projects in process:  

Author(s) Approved Article 

Tucker Jul 2025 
Intravehicular Injury in Dogs: A Study Combining VetCOT Registry Data 
and the Veterinary Abbreviated Injury Scale 

Sullivan Mar 2025 Years of life lost due to trauma in dogs and cats 

Calabro May 2025 
Evaluation of Post-Presentation Fatalities Secondary to Traumatic Injury 
in Veterinary Trauma Centers: A VetCOT Registry Study 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39840657/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39840657/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39494807/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38407571/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/collections/61161762/?sort=pubdate&size=20


Kallenberg, 
Young, Yaxley Oct 2024 

Evaluation of geriatric trauma in dogs with moderate to severe injury -- 
A follow up study that analyzes biochemical values amongst survivors 
and non survivors categorized as geriatric and non-geriatric. 

Bluet, 
Whetstone Aug 2024 

Retrospective Evaluation of Gunshot Wounds in Dogs: A VetCOT Registry 
Study 

Ryan May 2024 
Evaluation of the utility of using various biochemical markets to predict the 
need for transfusions in trauma patients: A VetCOT Registry Study 

Hart Aug 2023 Use of POCUS in Veterinary Trauma Patients: A VetCOT Registry Study 
Guest, Reineke, 
and Tinsley Nov 2022 

Admission variables associated with outcome in canines with bite wound 
trauma 

Edwards June 2022 
Causes of mortality in Canine Trauma and the establishment of a MWD 
trauma Score 

Baughman, 
Tucker June 2022 Feline and Canine Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 

Hickey M. Nov 2021 

Transfusion practice in cats with trauma: a prospective evaluation of risks 
for acute adverse reactions 

 
Committee Members: Kelly Hall (Chair), Marc Raffe, Manuel Boller, Mara Hickey, Melissa Edwards, 
Charlie Talbot. 

 
 

Resources & Trauma Center Support  
 

The Resources subcommittee has been working to review and update the Resources for the optimal 
care of the injured veterinary patient document.  The objective is to have a final version to present 
to the Regents for approval in Q4 2025.   

There have been ten quarterly Trauma Talks to date.  The June Trauma Talk featured Dr. Sean Majoy 
presenting on Prehospital Care of Operational K9s in the US: Legislation and Training Update. 

The recordings are posted on the website https://vetcot.org/trauma-talks/ .   
 
VTC survey: it’s been a few years since we surveyed our VTCs to better understand what support they 
are needing.  A new survey went out late July and we are collecting feedback. 
 
Committee Members: Erin Mays (Chair), Meghan Vaught, Kristi Gannon, Amanda Cavanagh, Becca 
Walton, Kara Osterbur, Melissa Evans, Tiffany Jagodich, Charlie Talbot, James Damone. 
 

 
Identification and Verification 

 
The Identification and Verification subcommittee have been busy.  Two hospitals from “Wave 7” have 
been given provisionary status (both from Australia) and are being verified.  Two applications from 
“Wave 8” will be verified in November.  Five applications from “Wave 9” are in review for identification of 
provisional status.  Thirteen current Veterinary Trauma Centers from Waves 1-5 are undergoing 
reverification.   
 

https://vetcot.org/trauma-talks/


Committee Members:  Megan Davis (Chair), Jen Prittie, Christy Tomcik Walker, Erica Reineke, Dan 
Chan, Ed Cooper, Kiko Bracker, Melissa Edwards, Megan Vaught, Julie Schildt, Ladan Mohammad-
Zadah, Jack Lee, Justin Chandler. 

 
 

Education  
 

The education committee provides “Journal Club” contributions for our quarterly newsletter as needed. 
The team also reviews abstracts, case studies and posters submitted for the annual conference, with Dr. 
Tony Mann, subcommittee chairperson, moderating the oral presentations and poster contest at the 
conference.  Dr. Mann is also integral in planning the conference agenda. 
 
Committee Members: Tony Mann (Chair), Greg Lisciandro, Tim Crowe, Soren Boysen, Stefano 
Cortellini, Lee Palmer, Claire Tucker, Jon Esmond, Dean Thompson, Jen Mahon. 
 
 

Trauma Support (Nursing)  
 

The Trauma Support Team meets regularly every two months.  The team provides newsletter input 
and best practices resources on the website for procedures, treatments, and standard work processes.  
https://vetcot.org/category/trauma-support-best-practices/  
 
We continue to build the Trauma Support contact list to better facilitate communication amongst Trauma 
Support personnel outside of the immediate VetCOT Verified Trauma Center network and ensure that 
communication flows to all levels of staff. 
 
Committee Members:  Christy Tomcik Walker (Chair), Carolyn Tai, Vickie Skala, Leslie Wereszczak, 
Michele Hinks, Andrea Pace, Molly Ellis, Lyn Schuh. 

 
 

  

https://vetcot.org/category/trauma-support-best-practices/


 
 

Veterinary Advanced Trauma Life Support Course (VetATLS) 
 
Recognition: Jocey Pronko was a tireless supporter, contributor, and all-
around critical member of the VetCOT. Jocey was the founding member 
and lead for the Trauma Support subcommittee (formerly Nursing 
subcommittee). Her advocacy for ensuring the entire trauma team is 
represented from the bedside to international efforts was incredible and 
impactful. She led many efforts to improve trauma patient care from her 
work at CSU on the clinical floor to her committee work with the VetCOT. 
She was the inaugural winner of the Alison Wilson Best Case Report by a 
veterinary nurse award at VetCOT. Jocey was the SME and leader of the 
creation of Module 2 (Airway) in the VetATLS. Her impact on veterinary 
trauma care will ripple for decades to come. She is missed.  
 
Recent milestones: 
-Primary survey and Module 1 released on ACVECC LMS (April 2025) 
-Lisa Dundon (iCAD) leading development of final modules with SMEs (Modules 4, 5, 7, 10 are 
complete; the remainder in process). 
-Kimmie Warren, a CVT at Oregon State University, help drive the in-person component of the 
course even closer to the finish line by generating instructor materials and moving forward the 
foundation (crawl/walk/run) framework developed by Dr. Hailey Harroun-White. These efforts 
supported her successful completion of a Master’s in Adult Education. 
 
Next milestones: 
-Release of all online modules: Target Q4-Q1 2025-26 
-In-person course “train the trainer” beta test @ VetCOT 2026 (April) 
-Integration of VetATLS with ACVECC Advanced Certificate Program 
 
Attachments (click on links in blue): 
 
Spring Conference 2025: 
VetCOT 2025 Conference Agenda 2025 Conference Program  
 
Newsletter links (2024-2025): 

• June 2025 Newsletter June 2025  
• March 2025 Newsletter March 2025  
• December 2024 Newsletter December 2024  
• September 2024 Newsletter September 2024  
• June 2024 Newsletter June 2024 
• March 2024 Newsletter March 2024 
• Link to all Newsletters https://vetcot.org/newsletter/  

 
 
 
 

https://vetcot.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VetCOT-Conference-Program-2025.pdf
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/VetCOT-June-Newsletter.html?soid=1141992773361&aid=qm7NRBXpd_w
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/VetCOT-March-Newsletter.html?soid=1141992773361&aid=0USp_4hOLYQ
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/VetCOT-December-Newsletter.html?soid=1141992773361&aid=KDUaoF9_F2A
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/eQAIPUHDw7qSMe0S?ref=Link&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/L2Tjz824xcDqFYAa?ref=Link&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/WyCLUeH6KX5Ht3IJ?ref=Link&loc=play
https://vetcot.org/newsletter/

